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Yellowstone
Dreaming

“WOW, THIS ISN’T A CABIN. IT’S A LODGE!”
BY BRIDGET MCCREA I PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF YELLOWSTONE LOG HOMES

THERE’S JUST SOMETHING ABOUT JEFF AND ROBYN CALL’S LOG CABIN HOME THAT
makes people—its owners included—pause and take a deep breath as they cross the
threshold. “The smell of the wood and the logs literally takes your breath away; it’s the
first thing I noticed when we walked into the home eight years ago,” says Robyn, who
adds that the couple considered both ground-up building projects and those that were
already constructed during their search for the right second home. In the end, they
selected a spec home built by Yellowstone Log Homes, LLC, of Rigby, Idaho.
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THE LARGE BANK OF WINDOWS AFFORDS BEAUTIFUL
VIEWS FOR THE OCCUPANTS. THIS HOUSE WAS BUILT TO
WITHSTAND THE HARSH IDAHO WINTERS.
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Keeping It Cozy
Where some log homeowners may opt for a more modern or contemporary look and
feel for their homes, the Calls truly enjoy the warm and cozy feel that their log home
oozes, not to mention the spectacular smell. Much like when you first bring a Christmas
tree into a home for the holidays, except the Calls get to experience that wonderful pine
smell year-round. “When we’re away from our home for a few months at a time and then
we come back,” says Robyn, “the smell hits us as soon as we walk in the door.”
To readers who are currently considering a log home, Robyn points out that the structures are generally very energy efficient and able to hold heat in the winter and let the
cool air inside in the summer. “Once the logs warm up, the interior of our home stays
lovely in the wintertime,” she says. “In the summer, it stays cool in here.” Aside from the
maintenance that has to be done to the home’s exterior every few years, Robyn says
interior maintenance is minimal. “Despite what some may think, the upkeep and maintenance on a log home are pretty easy to manage,” she says, “and the long-term
rewards of owning such a spectacular house are just fantastic.”

ABOVE: CONSTRUCTED FROM
12-INCH-DIAMETER SWEDISH
COPE WALL LOGS, THIS
3,100-SQUARE-FOOT BEAUTY
FEATURES AN OPEN FLOORPLAN AND A LOFT.
RIGHT: A RUSTIC DINING
ROOM SET WELCOMES THE
OWNERS AND THEIR GUESTS
INTO A ROOM MADE FOR
ENTERTAINING AND ENJOYING THE PEACEFUL SURROUNDINGS.
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“It’s always been a dream of ours to own a place that’s close
to Yellowstone,” says Robyn. “We spent about eight hours a
day looking for the right home before finding this one. It was
just exceptional compared to the other homes we looked at.”
Built using 12-inch-diameter Swedish Cope wall logs, the
home incorporates minimal traditional construction and
includes a massive log that’s centered in the middle of the
cabin. “There’s a lot of detail that we didn’t see in other
homes,” says Robyn. “We fell in love with the home, and with
the neighborhood, so we went for it.”
The prebuilt two-story, 3,100-square-foot home welcomed
the Calls with open arms. With five bedrooms and 31/2 bathrooms, the structure is situated in an area where “600 miles
of trails are literally right outside of our front door,” says

Robyn. Within 10 minutes of the home are numerous lakes
where the couple and their family fish, boat, and enjoy the
great outdoors. Even better, they can utilize the property
year-round because roads in the neighborhood are kept open
12 months a year (even in the snowy winter months). “It’s a
great, central location where we have quick access to everything,” says Robyn, “all year round.”
Scott Youngstrom, sales representative with Yellowstone
Log Homes, says the home includes a 1,877-square-foot main
floor with a loft plus a fully finished 1,232-square-foot basement. The Calls have since added a garage on their property,
which brought the home’s total bedroom count up to seven.
“We’ve been working on that project for a while and it pretty
much completes any changes we wanted to make to the

home,” says Robyn. “I’m kind of sad that’s over; we’ll need to
start working on something new.”
The home, which is based on Yellowstone Log Homes’ popular Wyoming floorplan, was built to spec with the exception
of a modified basement. Youngstrom says the home was
designed to “work well” in areas that get a lot of moisture in
the form of rain and snow. “It includes a sloped roof that creates a big, open great room with vaulted ceilings and a large
wall of glass,” says Youngstrom. “The roof also covers all of
the decks so that any snow, rain, or hail basically just sheds
off the house and doesn’t collect anywhere.” To make the
home even more conducive to the environment, the builder
incorporated poured cement columns (covered by stone for
decorative purposes) that effectively “boost” the home up
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LEFT: SLATE STONE, A CORNER TUB, A PINE WOOD DOOR, AND TWO WINDOWS TO THE WORLD
CREATE A WELCOMING ENVIRONMENT IN THE HOME’S MASTER BATHROOM.
BELOW: IN ONE OF THE HOME’S SPARE BEDROOMS, A HANDCRAFTED BED AND RUSTIC FINISHES
MAKE OCCUPANTS FEEL LIKE THEY ARE TRULY A PART OF THE YELLOWSTONE EXPERIENCE.

Log Home Producer & Builder: Yellowstone Log Homes, Rigby, Idaho
Two-story home I Square Footage: 3,109 I Bedrooms: 5 Baths: 3.5

ABOVE: IN THE MASTER
BEDROOM, PINE FURNITURE
BLENDS EXPERTLY WITH THE
HOME’S INTERIOR PINE LOGS
AND TONGUE-AND-GROOVE
CEILING.

above any accumulated snow. “That area has so much snow
that it just makes sense to elevate the cabin and the decks,”
says Youngstrom.
In looking around at her home’s interior features, Robyn
says the great room and fireplace stand out as one of her
favorite areas. “That entire, open living area downstairs is
such a great gathering place,” she says. “It has a lot of
character.”
One particularly attractive feature is the mantel, which the
builder created out of logs that were left over after the
home’s construction was completed. In addition, Youngstrom
says he used the same attention to detail when selecting the
posts that would support the loft floor/room. “I went out and
personally hand-picked the logs that would best fit the
house,” says Youngstrom. “I opted for pieces that would look

good without appearing to be too big or gnarly.”
Throughout the home, the builder installed knotty alder
flooring that’s manufactured in eastern Idaho, not far from
the sawmill where the home’s logs were sourced. In addition
to the alder, the home features a mix of carpeted, slate, and
tile flooring. “We went for a combination to add texture and a
nice feel throughout the home,” says Youngstrom.
Such attention to detail hasn’t gone unnoticed. In fact,
when Jeff’s father made his first trip to the home his first
comment was, “Wow, this isn’t a cabin. This is a lodge.” Robyn
says most guests have similar reactions and great experiences at the couple’s second home. “We have a lot of good
friends that love to come visit and a lot of extended family
members, plus our two children,” says Robyn. “We never run
out of people to bring up here.” I
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