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t’s dusk in the foothills above

Idaho Falls, and the houses

below light up the valley like

fireflies. Far above the town,

the McAllister family leans

on the deck of their five-bed-
room log home, which sometimes feels
more like a getaway.

“It's like coming home from work to a
vacation every day,” says Tareena McAllister.
On the Fourth of July, instead of fighting
crowds, the family simply walks out onto
one of their log home’s many decks to watch
the fireworks.

For their 4,400-square-foot house,
the McAllisters chose a log package from
Yellowstone Log Homes, a third-generation
handcrafter based in Rigby, Idaho, that has
been in business since 1949. The full-scribe
spruce home is a variation of one of the

“company’s single-story home plans.

“It was designed to be a cabin,” says
builder Scott Youngstrom, who completed
the house in 18 months. “We took it and
changed the whole floorplan around—just
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to make it more of a home than a getaway.
It worked really well.”

By moving the master bedroom upstairs
and adding two bedrooms, the house be-
came the perfect home for the McAllisters
and their two children,

Yellowstone carved out a hillside to
build the McAllister house, and the steep
site was tricky, Scott remembers. “When it
came time to deliver the log package, the
semi couldn’t make it up the driveway be
cause it was too slick. We had to help drag
the truck up the road.”

The foothill setting allowed the
McAllisters to add a two-level garage and
a sunny walkout basement. “By building
into the steep mountainside, we were able
to carve out the side of the mountain so the
backyard is totally secluded, which we really
enjoy,” Idaho native Brian adds.

Inside, Scott added a unique touch to
the kitchen: a log-slab bar, which is where
the family eats most of their meals, The
space also boasts knotty alder cabinets
and a slate floor.

Think of it as Las Vegas without the dark,
smoky casinos. The home's walkout base-
ment has a sunny, Vegas-style game room,
complete with slot machines. Adjacent to
this room is the home theater, where the
family goes to unwind. “That's my favorite
room after a long day of work,” Brian says.

Inspired by Yellowstone National Park’s
Old Faithful Lodge and Disney World's
Wilderness Lodge, the McAllisters deco-
rated their house themselves, incorporating
lots of wood furnishings, natural colors and
soft, welcoming textures.

“The whole house is just open and in-
viting,” Tareena says. “You don’t have to
go out of your way to entertain; the house
does it for you.”

But when the parties are over, the
MocAllisters retreat to the basement, which
has two bedrooms, a Las Vegas-style game
room and a workshop attached to the garage.
The best feature, according to Brian, is the
theater room. “After working all day,” he

says, “we rent a movie and watch it as a
L3

family. It’s a nice break from reality.” #
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Hickory floors contrast well
with the home's sprice logs,
and the McAllister fafily..

-chose extra touches) like this'
= knotty alder post near the din:
‘ing room,; to create a unique

space. “I's handcrafted, so

- each log hag its own:shape,”
.. Tareena says.-“The character -
- of each log is different.” :
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spruce logs. “I didn't want
much to overwhelm:ti 3
because it already has

goal was rustic ele
Tareena explains
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