SMART SAVING. Using Cultured

Stone on the fireplace was one way
-the Jaworskis saved money without
. sacrificing beauty.

FRONT TO BACHK, The house has a
great view of the lake, but the lake also
provides a stunning view of the house.
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ere’s one thing that Ceil and
ck Jaworski have learned, it’s

t there are vacation spots and

n there are vacation homes—

ces you go to visit and places

1 go to really feel settled in, to

mfortable and relax.

After cramming into their
Colorado condo for years, the
Jaworskis longed for the latter of
those two scenarios and decided it
was finally time to start building
that home they'd always dreamed
about. But before diving into the
details, they decided on two
things for sure: First, they were
going to build their home in the
North Woods of Wisceonsin; and
second (but perhaps most impor-
tant), they were going to build a
log home,

In fact, Ceil and Dick had
previously owned a 1950s-style
cottage in the North Woods. But
after their 11 children were
grown and in-laws and grandkids
were added to the Jaworski cen-
sus (their six boys and five girls
range in age from 21 to 41, and
have already given the couple
seven grandchildren), the couple
decided the family needed some-
thing bigger.

“This is the place where we
can all gather,” Ceil says fondly of
their home. And with three-
stories, 5,000 square feet of living
space and gorgeous views of a 500-
acre glacier lake in their own back
yard, their family gets together
often, which is just how Ceil and
Dick envisioned it all along.
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GATHER "ROUND. Silestone counter-
tops, Cultured Stone accents and
stainless steel appliances by Viking
create a silver-and-tan color palette
in the kitchen.

Saving Grace
Before deciding on a log package,
the Jaworskis looked at model
homes and talked to a number of
established builders. As fate would
have it, they wound up choosing
Gary Elmer of Neenah, Wisconsin,
a relatively new addition to the
building industry. “I guess you
could say we took a chance by not
going with a more established
company, but it was a worthwhile
risk,” Ceil says of Elmer, “He guid-
ed us through all of our choices.”
Many of those decisions
involved ways to maintain a high
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level of quality while still saving
money. Architect Edward Carlson
of Architecture North Ltd. in
Woodruff, Wisconsin, helped that
process by scaling back the size of
the rooms of the main floor, while
maintaining the basic layout and
open feel that Ceil and Dick were
aiming for.

The Jaworskis also saved
money by following Elmer’s recom-
mendation to use veneer logs in
areas that were not load-bearing
and to opt for conventional fram-
ing on the second story. For the
rest of the home, though, Elmer
pushed for larger logs (think 14 to
15 inches in diameter), which the
Jaworskis bought from Yellowstone
Log Homes of Rigby, Idaho. “The
girth of the logs leant a homier
feel, which was important to us,”
says Ceil.

And though the couple wasn’t
sure if they could afford to finish
the 2,000-square-foot basement

during construction, Elmer con-
vinced them it was “the most eco-

nomical way to increase the living

space,” Ceil says.

“We were able to use the same
crew, whose work we trusted and
knew,” Ceil continues. “Plus, getting
it done at the same time meant we
wouldn’t have to deal with the con-
struction mess in the future.”

Family Tradition
Currently living in Madison,
Wisconsin, about a four-hour drive
from the North Woods, Ceil and
Dick spend most of their weekends
at their new place, frequently joined
by their family and a host of
friends. They take advantage of the
season at hand for sporting events
ranging from tennis to cross-
country skiing. As for the less
active, they can spend their time
watching the wildlife that sur-
rounds the home, including foxes,
otters, wolves, birds—even bears.
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WRAP IT UP, The “Quilt Room” is one of two
bedrooms in the finished basement, adorned
with Ceil's personal collection of cozy quilts.
SPLISH SPLASH. A built-in bathtub makes for a
splendid place to soak in one of the home’s
three finished bathrooms.
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When the warmer weather
hits, it's time for “wine and cheese
cruises” on the couple’s pontoon
boat, which is stored in the over-
sized two-car garage during winter.
“I never thought we'd use that
garage space, but it’s become home
to all the off-season sports toys,”
Ceil says with a laugh. Extra stor-
age space was also built into the
eaves of the upstairs, including one
built-in chest for clothing.

Another favorite feature: The
sereened-in porch, located just off
the dining room. “It ean get kind
of buggy along the water,” Ceil
says, adding that the porch has
been both a beautiful and practical
way to make the house a four-
season experience.

Color Connection
Furnishing the home has clearly
been a joy for Ceil who based the
home’s decorating scheme around
two ceramic pots one of her sons

e Jaworskis were able to
achieve a high level of quality while
. _’Still_ saving money.
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